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Book early (or late), go self-catered
and pick a resort in Bulgaria! How a
week's skiing can cost less than £500

- One secret to having a cheaper ski holiday is to go early or late in the season
» ‘Cheap’ skiclothes can be picked up from stores such as Aldi and Decathlon

+ Self-catered apartments are usually cheaper than hotels or catered chalets

By ANDREW DICKENS FOR THE DAILY MAIL
PUBLISHED: 22:01, 20 December 2019 | UPDATED: 10:02, 21 December 2019
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There are three things that put people off ski holidays: fear of physical pain, fear of

not being very good . . . and fear of seeing their bank balance melt like snow in the
Sahara.

The first two apply to those who have never tried skiing, but the third is universal and
not irrational. It all adds up: travel, accommaodation, lift pass, clothing and, because
skiing without skis is tricky, equipment.

However, there are ways to do it on the cheap. Look hard and you can get all the
above for under £500. But can a budget ski trip really be any good? The proof of the
fondue is in the tasting...
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Breathtaking: The slopes above Val Thorens. Andrew Dickens managed to find a week here for
£400 per person

>
TOP10 TIPS FOR
BUDGET SKIING
.\._../) Replay Book early and look for pre-season
sales.
... or book late — last-minute discounts
are there if you can go at short notice.
: : Travel at the start or end of the season.
After some online searching, | come
across a week in the French Alpine resort Avoid school holidays at home and
of Val Thorens for £400 per person abroad.

B el Ry EaNC O IWAEIG. Self-catered apartments are usually

The trip includes return flights to Geneva, b illet b b (S

i . : ; chalets.
car hire, accommodation, equipment hire
and lift pass. The flights are easylet, with Make your own meals and take a hip
hand-luggage only, but this is doable, flask.
especially if you wear bulkier items to Borrow clothing and equipment if you
travel. e
After signing on the dotted line, the Resorts in Bulgaria, Andorra, Slovenia
matter of what to wear is easily dealt and Georgia can be extremely
with: | manage to buy all the essential ski reasonable.
clothes from Decathlon and Aldi for a Group classes are usually good value.

bargain £82.93.
Don’t skimp on location: nobody wants

On arrival in Geneva, | head straight to a long bus ride to the slopes.
the Avis desk and receive the keys to an
Opel Crosslander, complete with winter f ¥ & X

tyres, which carries me on a scenic,
three- hour drive to Val Thorens.

SETTLING IN

Arriving in darkness, | check in to my accommeodation: a complex of basic, self-
catered apartments called Le Cheval Blanc. If you're after log fires, bearskin rugs and
a butler serving vin chaud, this isn't for you; they are ‘functional’.

There is a small living rcom/kitchen, a bathroom with a little tub and shower, a
separate loo and a twin room. Down the hall is a ski room opening on to the slopes,
where each apartment has a code-locked cupboard.
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Bag dumped, | head 30 yards up the road to collect my lift pass. It's another 40 yards

With hotels like this, no
wonder Instagrammers
are obsessed...

Photographer tests the
new iPhone 11 Pro's
‘night mode' in...

Sweden's Icehotel
celebrates its 30th year
with 15 new...

You've been choosing
your festive drinks all
wrong! A top...

to the ski hire shop, where the basic gear is ideal for beginners (better skiers can
upgrade skis and boots for a few euros).

The one part of this trip | never doubted was Val Thorens itself. The highest ski resort
in Europe, it has all the restaurants and shops you could need (I stick to the mini-
markets to save on eating out), surrounded by 68 super ski runs. Smaller resorts may
cost less, and are fine for beginners, but have their limits. ‘VT' is predictably good.

BEST VALUE?
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One secret to a cheaper ski holiday is to go early or late in the season — the least likely times to
find snow

What isn't predictably good, bad or average is the weather. One secret to a cheaper
ski holiday is to go early or late in the season — the least likely times to find snow
(somewhat key to skiing).

| am here in November, and half of the resort’s lifts and runs have closed because of
a mighty storm that blew the snow off the mountain last weekend. But what's left is
bathed in sunshine: perfect conditions.

My ‘cheap’ ski clothes prove absolutely fine. The jacket (£19.99) and thermal base
layers (£7.99 each) are from Aldi. The trousers (£19.99), fleece (£11.99), goggles
(£12.99), gloves (£3.99) and socks (£4.99) are from Decathlon.

I'm not worried about label snobbery — German and French skiers wear these
brands all the time — but | am worried about getting cold and wet.

As it is, | am kept warm and dry. The quality is surprisingly good.

Whether you are a curious non-skier, a rusty once-skier, or even a regular looking to
squeeze in an extra week each season, you won't be wasting any money with a trip
such as this.
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Skiiers can find a week in Pamporove, Bulgaria, pictured, for £315 per person

Yes, £500 is still a sizeable sum, but a week's skiing can be done for less and the
experience — especially if you discover a love of skiing — can be priceless...

« About a ten-minute walk from the ski lifts, Hotel | Larici in Bardonecchia, Italy,
costs from £329 pp with Gatwick-Turin flights, transfers and breakfasts
(igluski.com).

« Stay half-board at Hotel Snezhanka, overlooking a forest in Pamporovo, Bulgaria,
from £315 pp, with Birmingham-Scofia flights and transfers (crystalski.co.uk).

« The Plagne Lauze Apartments in La Plagne, France, cost from £367 pp with
Gatwick-Geneva flights (inghams.co.uk).

» Chalet Cicero is a lovely chalet above Les Arcs in France from £439 pp, including
Stansted-Grenoble flights, transfers and ‘chalet board’ (skiworld.co.uk).

» Residence Les Deux Alpes Champame is a self-catering apartment in Les Deux
Alpes, France, priced from £487 pp with Luton-Grenoble flights, transfers and lift
passes (sunweb.co.uk).

Prices for seven nights in January, based on two sharing. Also try peakretreats.co.uk,
balkanholidays.co.uk, rocketski.com, skisolutions.com.

Read more:
WeSki

Cheap Bulgaria Holidays, Flights to Bulgaria, Croatia Holidays, Montenegro, Slovenia and Romania
Rocketski

Luxury Ski Holidays | Winter 2019/2020 | Ski Solutions

Ski holidays 2019 & skiing holidays 2020 | Igluski.com

Ski, Lakes and Mountains Holidays, ltaly & Lapland Holidays | Inghams

Ski Holidays 2019/2020 | Skiing Trips & Offers With Skiworld

sunweb.co.uk

crystalski.co.uk

Ski Apartments France | Peak Retreats French Alps Skiing Holidays

Share or comment on this article: Book early (or late) and pick a resort in Bulgaria!
How a week's skiing can cost less than £500

FEACGL © =3 &

ookfantastic

@site Oweb | Enter your search o IELEUSY
> X

——E,
-

BRITISH AIRWAYS
MADE BY BRITAIN

BOOK NOW

O Wi G e

ADVERTISEMENT
Like Follow
Daily Mail Daily Mail
E Follow Follow
@DaityMail Daily Mail
Follow Follow
i@travelmail Doaily Mail

TOP STORIES IN TRAVEL

P Beauty of the beasts:
Photographer's striking
black-and-white images
reveal the magnificence
and vulnerability of
Africa’s wildest animals

P Red dunes, a green

lagoon and vineyards in
black volcanic soil: The
incredible images that =
show Lanzarote in all its g
otherworldly beauty

P From wingwalking to
swimming with whale
sharks: The travel
experiences that the
adventure experts at
Lonely Planet say will
transform your life

P A champion combo:
With an Olympic run !
skiers of all abilities can
tackle and fascinating
sights, Innsbruck is a
winter winner both on
and off the mountain

F The ultimate antidotes
for 'I'm s0 bored’ Kids -
12 adventures that will
make 2020 the year of...
teenage kicks!

P Fly to LA for £2007
That IS a bargain: How
to get the best travel
deals in the New Year
sales - and the two
steps you must take to
protect your money

P Tired of city life?
Private island with three
cottages in a Dorset
wildlife haven goes on
rental market for
£15,000 a month

London's new police-
themed Great Scotland
Yard Hotel - but says
the only way he'll return
is if the strong arm of
the law insists on it

¥ An Inspector Calls... at | IH ] |] E|

F Should | cancel my trip
to Sydney due to
bushfires and how can |
visit Bob Marley's home
in Jamaica? The
Holiday Guru solves
traveller queries

P Great British
Boltholes: A wood-fired
slice of Cotswolds
heawven at The Stump - a
17th-century roadside
inn

P Star Wars actor
Richard E. Grant recalls
his travel adventures
including a "la-di-dah’
flight to New York on
Concorde
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Canon EOS 250D
Jigital SLR Camera
with 18-55mm &
75-300mm Lenses.
WWas E£99.99

Now £599.99

Shop now >

P New Year food special: |
From learning the
secrets of perfect
tzatziki in Greece to
indulging in the
gourmet delights of San
Sebastian

P Exclusive for Mail on
Sunday readers: Set sail
for Dunkirk and
Normandy with the D-
Day Darlings and mark
the 75th anniversany of
VE Day with this
stunning battlefield tour

k Earn your stripes! An
odarsome way to see the
beauty of the City of
Water

k Italy's enchanting
forests: Spellbinding
images show the beauty |
of the country’s '
stunning woodlands
throughout the seasons

} Brain overload.
Anxiety. Complete body
MoT - oh, and weight
loss too! As wellness >
holidays boom, why this
year you should... reach
for the spas

P Deal or no deal? They
claim to cherry-pick the
week's hottest offers.
But can the new
members-only online
travel agents really beat
the web giants...

P Jet off with the
experts: They can
choose to take a holiday %
anywhere in the world,
50 where do top travel
and tourism bosses
REALLY want to visit?

P The REAL La-La land:
CQuieter than Los
Angeles, better
restaurants than Palm
Springs - no wonder
superstars (and Ronald
Reapgan) have all settled
in Santa Barbara

P La Dolce Vita at half
the price: Forget the
Ferraris and Versace -
true Italy is just next to
Tuscany

P Tromso for under £100
a night! How to visit the
Morwegian city on the
cheap
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