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: and February 19 starts. (Most private

. schools are off over the first week.)

: This will take some of the pressure

. off places, even if prices remain higher
. than for any other holiday period.

: That said, this is also the most reliable
. moment for snow depth and quality,

. so cheaper, lower-altitude resorts are

- good targets for a holiday.
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. Val Cenis France
g . Self-sufficient first-time skiers in
; . search of a (relatively) cheap half-term
. holiday will be well served by Val Cenis.
: At the far end of the underrated
: Maurienne Valley, its mid-sized ski area
. | . faces north, keeps its snow well and
: : . includes what is probably the longest
: beginners’ run in the French Alps,
. I'Escargot, which follows the course of
. a switchback road from Italy. Book into
. anew two-bedroom apartment at Les
: Balcons Platinium and you will be near
. I'Escargot’s final turns and the ski-
: . school meeting points, The residence
: - has its own indoor pool too.
; . Detalls Seven nights' self-catering
 for four from £2,671, including
. Eurotunnel crossings, departing
. on February 12 (peakretreats.co.uk)

. Penia di Canazei Italy
: The Chalet Hotel Dolomites Inn is
a short bus ride from the lifts in little

: T : ils Seven nights’ half-board
Hotel Evaldo in Arabba is standing by. ::tﬂ‘:“: £1.845pp, Including flights
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family-run hotel, each day ends inits
‘harming, wood-panelled dining rooms: -
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=15 from £17195, including Eurotunnel

crossings, departing on February19 -
(skicollection.co.uk) -

: of-the-line atmosphere. What your

. children are going to love is the way

- Galtiir has made its small ski area into
. a proper winter playground, with

: parallel-slalom courses, a timed speed
: run, a ski-cross course and a terrain

: park. So while Mum and Dad cruise

: the pistes (or go on a day trip to

: Ischgl), the young ones will be

Bansko Bulgaria

= Bulgaria’s biggest resort is a minnow by
Alpine standards, but size doesn’t matter

so much when you have morning and

afternoon lessons with the patient, : - LTy T ~

painstaking instructors of BI;HSL:O. Here, : DIDREE t-heirﬁk'!ng I ot II:T dsh

for £222, you can book a lift pass, ski hire - of new directions. Mean_w ile, the

and ski school forlass than :  friendly Alpenhotel Tirol awaits at

the price of a lift pass the end of thle da}:, c]qse to
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saving on e\ Details
iy Alplne prices. ) Seven nights’
High-mileage half-board
skiers will feel from £1,789pp
like caged including
animals, but flights and
beginners and transfers,
intermediates departing on
will prosper. . February 12
- The UK is still on crystalski.co.uk)
S Bulgaria’s red list but a4
we expect that to ‘ v
change by February. Les Deux Alpes in France 5 o]
Detalls Seven nights ; i’[ill}“

half-board from £963pp, including
flights and transfers, departing on
s February 12 (balkanholidays.co.uk)

. Pretty little Champoluc is the kind

. of low-key resort families often seek

- but rarely find, and the Chalet Hotel

: de Champoluc has the plum spot, next
- to its main lift station. Here Esprit

: offers a nanny service for babies and

. toddlers as well as supervised lunches

Galtiir Austria
Never mind the backdrop of soaring
pyramid peaks and the relaxed, end-

g = g ] I‘ / E 1 = - - Y
o B s L 3 - - Lo
] 4 e - i %" C. o

- - X =g ] T - | g s
il i - = c
T " _ ; L
# i T '. " ._E. -
Fe
a . o '-. s x
r - 4 . 3 - -
A e v 1
= .1 ‘mosm
1 . ¢ L Dta-(of ik B || .
s - ! . emRp—, ——
" r La A
. 5 S s
[ 1 -1 1
¥ 5 1.
5 * a
h, I a y -
- i

. Penia di Canazei. It's as quiet as the
. grave here at night, but that’s a boon
. for families who like their sleep.
: Those lifts take you to either the
. flat, tranquil beginners’ area at
- Ciampac or the intermediate-friendly
.. playground of the Sella Ronda — the
. slab-sided Dolomite scenery is never
: less than mind-boggling. Spurred on
. by the free guiding offered by the
: host Neilson, a family with older
: children will ski their legs to jelly.
. Detalls Seven nights’ chalet board
. from £1,596pp, including flights
. and transfers, departing on
 + February 13 (neilson.co.uk)
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: Les Ares France

. Chalet Cascade was once the pride

. and joy of Flexiski's programme of

. catered chalet holidays. Now this

. giant party palace, in Les Arcs’

: highest purpose-built village, is on

: offer from the self-drive, self-catering

. specialist Ski Collection. It sleeps 15

. 1n considerable splendour and has its
. own pool and sauna: the perfect ski-in,
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. ski-out venue for a few energetic
. families of mixed abilities who don’t g w
. need childcare beyond skischooland
: want to mix restaurant nights and

. food deliveries (try hu.ski) with the

: 0dd communal cook-in.

: Detalls Seven nights' self-catering for »
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