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WHERE TO TRAVEL IN DECEMBER  @*

From snowy Alpine getaways to a blast of Caribbean sun, here’s where to head as we head into winter
Mary Novakovich + 3daysago * . Comments @ o o @

* Sign up to Simon Calder’s free travel email for weekly g
B : { N expert advice and money-saving discounts
s S ™ ‘._

Please enter your email here

| would like to be emailed about offers, events and updates from The Independant. Read our privacy notice

While options are still limited. there are still plenty of fabulous place open
for tourism as 2021 draws to an end. Winter sun is a reality in hotspots
like the newly-independent Barbados. Then again, you might want to
snuggle up in a cosy country cottage in the middle of the British
countryside, or hit the slopes for an exhilarating ski holiday in the French
Alps. Whatever your tastes, here some top destinations for a December
getaway.

France

Christmas in the French Alps is hard to resist. when snow brings its

magic to pretty resorts such as France’s La Rosiére. Its sunny slopes face

the sun, and it’s easy to ski across the border into Italy for lunch on the

slopes of La Thuile. Peak Retreats has 10 per cent off a week’s self-

catering at Alpen Lodge, a set of four-star ski apartments near the main

chairlift at Les Eucherts, which has a sultry wellness centre with an

indoor pool and a hot tub. Deals start from £473pp. down from £520pp.,

based on five sharing a two-bedroom apartment, and the price includes Most popular
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You'll get the long sandy beaches of this glamorous island’s south coast on
your doorstep when you stay at Bougainvillea Barbados resort. Maxwell
Beach is laid out in front of the grounds, while the lively, authentic Oistins
seafood market is just a couple of kilometres away. Laze in one of two
pools after a drink in the swim-up bar and a session in the Karma Spa.
Seven nights’ room only with Tropical Sky costs from £959pp in
December, including flights, a saving of £650pp.

12 best gifts for pet lovers this
Christmas

Prince William shares Taylor
Swift moment that he still
cringes over

Mike Pompeo looks
unrecognizable after dramatic
Fuerteventura weight loss
The sandy beaches of Corralejo are just a short walk away from the Hotel Mike Pompeo looks .
- k 2 o unrecognizable after dramatic
Bahia de Lobos, whose low-rise white buildings cluster around a weight loss

generous-sized swimming pool. Once you've explored this seemingly
endless stretch of beaches along Fuerteventura’s northeast coast. lose
yourself in the vast sand dunes of the Parque Natural de Corralejo.
Mercury Holidays has a week’s B&B from £394pp departing 11
December, including flights.

o

Fuerteventura
(iStock)

Scotland

Immerse yourself in the Highlands with a stay at Oldtown Cottage, an
attractive stone bolthole within a short walk of Scotland’s expansive Loch
Brora. The cottage has three bedrooms and a cosy sitting room with an
open fire, plus plenty of tranquil country views. Booked through Cottages
& Castles, it has five days’ self-catering available from 10 December for
£503, and you can bring vour canine friends: up to two well behaved
dogs are welcome at an extra £20 each.

Burnley: Unsold Alaska Cruise
Finland Cabins Are Almost Being Given Away

Explore the pristine white landscapes of Lapland on a winter activity
holiday, where you can combine cross-country skiing with snowshoeing
and hiking. Inntravel has a seven-night Polar Days active holiday based in
Yllas, where vou also get the chance to ride a fat bike through the Narnia-
like surrounding countryside. The starting price of £1.495pp includes
flights, half-board accommodation in the luxurious log cabins of Hotel
Yllashumina and equipment hire, with departures on either 5 or 12
December.
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THERE'S STILL TIME

Enjoy bracing walks along Brancaster Staithe or Holkham Beach - or a bit

of shopping in Burnham Market - when you stay at Jesters Barn in South T0 GETAWAY IN 2021
Creake. This delightfully imagined barn conversion has an open-plan
vaulted living room and a kitchen with a range cooker on one side and a
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wood burner on the other, along with three bedrooms and a dainty conversations e e

garden. Available through Kett Country Cottages, it costs £488 for seven indy100
Study shows the Olympics is

nights’ self-catering from 10 December. Up to two dogs are welcome, too, most LGBTQIA- friendly
for an additional £20 each. sporting event ever
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